
 LEGAL INFORMATION   FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

•  This is general information only.
•  It is not intended to give individual legal advice.
•  Each person should seek independent legal advice relating to their special circumstances. 
•  We do not accept responsibility for any loss or damage caused to anyone who relies on 
   the information in this info sheet.

SEXAND
 THELAW

	SEXISMORETHAN       

	PENETRATION

	ITINCLUDES...
•	 Sexual penetration – including penetrating a vagina, 		

	 anus or mouth with a penis, another part of the body 	

	 or an object;

•	 Touching a person in a sexual way, like touching  

	 another person’s vagina, penis, bottom or breasts. 

SEXANDTHELAW

SAFESEX
It is important to practice safe sex. Safe sex is the use of 

condoms, lube, oral contraception (the pill) or IUD to 

prevent unplanned pregnancy, PrEP Antiretroviral for 

people at risk of getting HIV (young men especially).

 APERSONHAS
	NOTGIVENTHEIR 
	CONSENTIFTHEY...
•	 Are under the 16 years old;
•	 Do not say yes;
•	 Say NO verbally or with body language
•	 Have been drinking or taken drugs

Consent to sex must be clear, active and ongoing by 
both or all parties to the sexual activity. 
 
A person can change their mind before or during the 
sexual activity and you must stop, they are no longer 
consenting.

A person can say yes to one type of sexual activity, but 
not to another type of sexual activity.

 AGEOFCONSENT 
 ISSIXTEEN
•	  If you are below 16 years old it is illegal to have 	
	  sex even if you both consent;
•	  Above 16 years old it is not against the law to 	
	  have sex but only if you both consent
•	  It is always against the law to have sex with a 	
	  relative, teacher, counsellor or carer. 

C O M M U N I T Y  L E G A L  C E N T R E

Contact YFS Legal

Phone: 3826 1500

Email: legal@yfs.org.au

Web: yfs.org.au/yfs-legal

Contact R4Respect

Phone: 3826 1500

Email: r4respect@yfs.org.au

Web: r4respect.org

Visit http://r4respect.org/get-help/ for a list of helpful services.

	SEXCAN
	LEADTO...
	 If a person does not consent you can be charged 		 	 with rape or sexual assault. 

What is sexting? 
Sexting is creating, having or sharing naked, semi-naked, sexual or sexually 
suggestive photos or videos on a mobile phone or on the internet. 
This includes sharing through social media sites such as Facebook or Instagram. 

is sexting a Crime? 
All States and Territories in Australia have laws which make it illegal to create, 
have or share naked or sexual images of underage people. A person is underage 
if they are younger than 18 years of age (or who appear to be under 18).

Why 18? 
Even though we are in Queensland, when we use the internet or a mobile 
phone, the national law of Australia applies. The national law is the Commonwealth 
Criminal Code. The Commonwealth Criminal Code bans sexting for anyone 
under 18. 

in Queensland… 
In Queensland, sexting is a serious criminal offence. Sexual images are 
classified as child pornography or child exploitation material. 

Illegal images of a young person can be:

l sexual images of the young person – for example, if the image shows the
young person involved in a sexual activity;

l images that show the young person in an offensive or demeaning way;

l images showing the young person being abused, tortured or treated
with cruelty.

It is against the law to have these kinds of images on your phone or computer, 
even if you do not show them to anyone else or share them on the internet. 

C O M M U N I T Y  L E G A L  C E N T R E
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BUILDING INDEPENDENCE & PARTICIPATION

2-4 Rowan Street, Slacks Creek    PO Box 727, Woodridge Qld 4114    T: 07 3826 1500    F: 07 3208 9206    E: legal@yfs.org.au yfslogan 

Matt: 
“I have naked photos of my 
girlfriend Emily on my phone. 
We are both nearly 16 years old. 
I sometimes show them to my 
friends, but I don’t send them 
to people.”

ResPeCT 
The
legal 
line

sexting

This information is provided by YFS with support from Maurice Blackburn. It is provided 
for educational purposes only and should not be relied on as legal advice. 
You should seek legal advice if you have any questions about how this may apply to you.
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